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AUSTRALIA 


GOODS AND SERVICES 


* The trend estimate of the balance of goods and services recorded a surplus of 
$167m in June 1997, an increase of $8m on the surplus recorded in May 1997. 
Exports of goods and services increased $$1m, continuing an upward trend since 
August 1996, 

Imports of goods and services rose $43m, continuing an upward trend since 
August 1996, 


QUEENSLAND 


UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 


=" Decreased, in trend terms, to 9.1% in July 1997. For males, i trend terms. 
decreased 0.2 percentage point to 9.4% from June 1997 to July 1997, For 
females, in trend terms, decreased 0.1 percentage point to 8.7% from June 1997 
to July 1997. 

DWELLING UNITS APPROVED 


" Total dwelling units approved in Queensland, in trend terms, totalled 2,688 in 
June 1997, decreasing 2.2% from May 1997 and decreasing marginally (0.3%) 
from June 1996. 
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COMMENTARY 


Moot & See BOM KR @ 2 GG HON HY bf fF DH KH EF > BH BRE Se we RRR RO PH REE He Ee Oe ee eR Oe 


EMPLOYED PERSONS, ooo The number of employed persons in Queensland, 
QUEENSLAND, TREND ae in trend terms, was 1,564,300 in July 1997, 
ae ° 1,400 increasing 1.9% from July 1996, Full-time 
ie employment for males increased for the third 
| 1.200 consecutive month, but decreased 0.6% from July 
| 1996 to July 1997. Female full-time employment 
Ju dul ee "000 decreased 0.2% over the same period. 


1987 1989 1991 1993 1996, 1997 


RETAIL TRADE TURNOVER, tm Retail crade turnover, in trend terms. increased for 


: 2,000 
QUEENSLAND, TREND : the seventh consecutive month, recording 
-1,500 $1,934.3m in June 1997. This was an increase of 


3.1% from the June 1996 figure. 
4,000 


vote eee —_ : _ _ 506 
June June June tune ure June 
1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE wera In trend terms, the number of new motor vehicle 
REGISTRATIONS, NN ff registrations in Queensland for June 1997 was 
NSLAND, TREND — £19,000 . ; : . : 
QUEE . _f . 11,727. an increase of 417 (3.7%) from May 1997 
~ Nore + 8.000 and an increase of 1,079 from June 1996, 
i 
- | 6.006 
| 
. . a _ 2, 4,000 
June wune dune adune Jue wong 


1987 1989 1991 1aos 1395 1987 
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MAIOR INDICATORS—Australia 


SSF CFR PARR FRE RRR HHT THAR EBERT SECT HE ERE HR SER FSR AHR RE Ee HRA 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GOODS AND SERVICES, Summary ............. (ad ceca eeae eeeeeeeeeaneaenas rrr 
EXPORTS 0c ccc ccc eee crete eer serene eens IMPORTS Loe eee eee eres ere ered neta 
inter: 
Totai Total medate 
Balance on = goods Non- goods Can- and 
goods and and Total Rurat rural Total and Total sumption Capital other Totat 
Month services services goods Boods foods services services goods Fonds goods Boods Services 
TREND ($ million) 
1997 
March 9g 8729 6684 1984 4700 2045 8630 6704 1 783 1638 3283 1926 
Apri 130 4801 6745 2001 4744 2056 8671 6721 1805 1657 3 259 1950 
May 159 &a73 6804 2012 4792 2 065 &714 6735 1830 1675 3234 1875 
June 167 B24 6 B43 2 016 4827 2081 Bis? 676. 18538 1693 3210 1996 
wae new nes Pr ae ee ee ee ee er Pe a er en a 
% CHANGE FROM CORRESPONDING PERIOD OF PREVIOUS YEAR 
1997 
dune . 7g 8.4 10.0 tai 6.3 7.2 6.4 10.1 7.8 4.23 8.0 


ORE SRER PRET HET eT HHS AHR EREER AREER EHH HERES ETH E ER ER EEE EE PERE Te S 


BALANCE 
ON 
CURRENT ~~ 
ACCOUNT FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN AUSTRALIA‘... EXCHANGE RATE LEVELS’... ccc. ccc ee ee eee 
TREND... ORIGINAL 2... eee e cece ern trteene nae eeee ORIGINAL ........ ccc c cece cece ence eee sean ee 
Official Non-official Net foreign debt SUS/HA yea Trade-weighted index’ 
Quarter $m Sm $m $m 
L996 
June —4 521 78425 359 414 187 535 6.7918 BB 1? 58.4 
September ~-4 500 80 348 365 737 195 833 Oo. 7864 85.92 5a.5 
December 4 753 84 354 378 487 149 197 O.7953 Bo 72? 59.4 
1997 
March 4B? 84 356 382 S70 199 202 o.7 78s 94.25 60.5 
% CHANGE FROM CORRESPONDING PERIOD OF PREVIOUS YEAR 
1997 
March . 7.6 8.7 74 24 16.0 6.5 
* AL end of period. * Source, Reserve Bank of Australia. ‘Base: May 1970 = 100.0 


. Pe ee ee ee ee i i i i i i al 
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MAJGR INDICATORS—Australia continued 


BEEF ER TR RRR FESR HR RET TTR HKG KER A ET ERR RPT FR RTE KR REE EER RH ETRE RHR ARR ERR REA ee 


AUSTRALIA—NATIONAL ACCOUNTS) oo... eec cece eeesc ete eaeee cee eceee acne cece ceeeaeseetasaeesaeeasaneedqaeaeeecsececstseenanans 
Ainal consumption expenditure Gross fixed capital expenditure Exports of imports of Gross non-farm Gross domestic 
goods and foods and product -- product - 
Quarter Private Government Private Public Services services. income based income based 
TREND ($ million) 
1996 
June 65 B23 18 0905 19 387 4578 25 490 24 556 106 O79 109 4385 
September 66 127 18 085 419 915 4596 25 816 25 039 166 77G 110 668 
December 66 494 18119 20 343 4753 26 183 25 503 107 698 111 720 
1997 
March 66 B73 1a 278 20 771 4990 26 598 25 SBY 108 787 112 956 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
March 2.3 0.8 10.6 5.8 6.2 6.5 3.3 3.6 
CD a4 Siw ee aA A i i i i i 
ORIGINAL ($ miltion} 
1996 
June 65178 18613 20 241 5 904 25 064 24 206 105 242 107 816 
September 65 475 17 957 19 919 3665 25 601 25 937 106 281 108 S75 
December 69 742 18 387 21 419 4601 26 304 26 063 141 433 119 524 
1997 
March 63 956 L? 426 18 924 4607 26 701 24 628 105 083 107 918 
ORIGINAL {% change from corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
March 2.1 .1 411.0 54 6.1 6.5 25 2.4 


ReEgT eee THT DTH EAE HT HER TET SEETHER EASE RHR REET HE RRR ERTS ERD AR AT 


AUSTRALIA--NATFIONAL ACCOUNTS” COMPOSITE LEADING INDICATOR’ COMPANY PROFITS 


Gross domestic product - average Deviation from fong-term trend 


Quarter om % gm 
TREND 
1996 
June 108 692 5 738 
September 108 277 5 790 
December 109 899 5 939 
1997 
March 110 926 6141 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
March 2.8 2.6 
ORIGINAL 
1996 
June iorile 0.16 4704 
September 107 875 ao7 6 O56 
December LLT 785 0.28 7556 
1997 
March 105 557 0.39 4990 
ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
March 17 “11.1 


Ce ee ee i i i i ee i 


* At average 1989-90 prices. 
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MAJOR INDICATORS—Queensiand 


tee RESET RP Ree eee HERE DEE ee ere era eee eH eK Pee REE eee eee Rete ee 


GROSS STATE 


FINAL CONSUMPTION GROSS FIXED STATE FINAL PRODUCT- 
EXPENDITURE’.........-...2-06 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE- DEMAND" INCOME BASED" 
Quarter Private Gevernment Private Public 


TREND ($ million} 


1996 
June 14 086 2 B84 3562 $029 18 561 17.911 
September 11 149 2 857 3 698 1 006 18710 18 100 
December 11 230 2346 3728 1048 18 B52 18237 
1997 
March 14.325 2 862 3 698 1138 19 023 18 353 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
March 40 0.7 $3.6 5.1 3.8 3.8 
ee ee A ee 
ORIGINAL ($ million} 
1996 
june 10 902 3 007 3 646 1 405 18 960 17 954 
September 41174 2817 3 798 Tia 18 558 18 087 
December 11770 2 876 3988 1k 19 638 18 290 
1997 
March 10 825 2752 3257 1984 1? g1e 18 323 
ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
March 2.2 -1.1 79 12.7 3.2 3.5 


Sept err eget eet ee ee eH Eee PSE Kee REC EHR REE HE Ee Te EE HEE Ee SE wee Tee eH TE £ 


PRIVATL NiLW CAPITAL EXPENDITURE... ccc cece cece eee ee eee 
Quarter Building and structures Equipment, dant and machinery Total 
a ee ee 


TRENG ($ mitlion) 


1996 
June 470 1051 1 522 
September 592 1084 1676 
December 7o4 1110 12814 

1997 
March 736 1134 1 $30 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 

1997 
March 118.2 12.0 40.2 

ORIGINAL {§ million) 

1996 
June 590 1218 1 808 
September 592 1049 1 640 
December 604 1092 1 786 

1997 
March 687 1008 1 706 

GRIGINAL (% change from corresesnding period of previous year} 

1997 

March LIL 9.6 44.9 


* At average 1989-90 prices. 
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BANKRUPTCIES® INTERSTATE TRADE? 


Exports imports 
Quarter Ne. No, $m sm 
1996 
June 176 658 1051 1 668 3395 
September 176 668 41225 1528 3472 
December 178 440 1156 1479 3.478 
1997 
Maroh 180 B29 1443 1 as9 3191 
i a i i a ie 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1996 
December 23 29,2 a2 at 
1997 
March 28 37.2 8.4 24 


Se rr recat re se eH R SEE THR HHP ERD REESE EERE EHH DERE RH SE 


FOREIGN TRADE... 


Pxenorts irnparts 

Month $m $m 
1997 

March 807 665 

Aprit 1182 705 

May 1 30¢ 651 

June 1ile 755 

96 CHANGE {from carrespending period of previaus year) 

1997 

May 12.2 -a.5 

June 22 19.0 


* Stock at end of period. Source: Office of Consumer Affars. 
* Source: Insolvency and Trustee Service Australia, 


* Source: Queensland Government Statistician. 
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PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 


PER SFSES RHR SE SFAORRER TER HOH R KE TEHS HS KRROKRHERH RR TTHTPRHORESERHR RET HHEHHHHR EEE 


AUSTRALIA—INDEXES OF MANUFACTURING GROSS PRODUCT’ 


; Food, beverages Textiles, clothing, Chemicals, petroleum Meta! Machinery and 
Quarter and tobacco footwear and leather and coal products equipment Alt groups 
TREND 
1996 
June 104.4 81.1 113.7 GB.B 121.6 104.8 
September 104.2 83.2 112.6 98.5 121.7 104.6 
December 104.1 85.3 110.6 96.38 120.7 102.9 
1897 
March 103.8 88.8 109.1 94.9 420.0 103.3 
Sn 0 ee 
TREND (% change fram correspanding period of previous year} 
1997 
March -1.6 6.9 3.3 -3.6 1.2 -1.0 
ee ee ee ee 
ORIGINAL 
1996 
June 9a.3 78.2 115.1 93.6 119.4 101.8 
Saptember 103.7 85.9 112.5 104.4 130.4 108.3 
Becember ' 114.8 89.1 113.5 86.1 119.9 107.9 
1997 
March 97.5 84.2 105.7 88.0 116.4 98.2 
ee ed teas PA a Re 
ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
March 5.0 7.3 75.5 . 7.8 1.5 —2.3 


Seer gece sae ear eee REE Ree TRE EHR ER RE Ee ERE RE SEE ee HR Ee 


QUEENSLAND—SHORT-TERM ACCOMMODATION 


LICENSED HOTELS, MOTELS WITH FACILITIES. easeeeees SELF CONTAINED UN:TS, FLATS AND HOUSES........... 
Rooms Floont nights Room secupancy Takings from Units Unit nights Unit occupancy = Tadings fram 
available occupied rate accommodation available occupied rate accommodation 
Quarter O00 sels) an $m 000 ood Ve $m 
1996 
June 43.7 2278 57.6 218.2 18.8 846 49.4 52.6 
September 43.5 2617 65.5 252.9 10.4 1 259 70.7 80.8 
December 44.4 2 567 62.7 262.6 20.2 41142 61.7 81.6 
1997 
March 44.5 2 289 57.3 229.9 20.0 4028 57.3 75.9 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year} 
1996 
December 6.2 6.4 . 64 7.3 fe . 15.2 
1997 
March 4.2 o.B 7 1.3 6.0 2.8 . 160.3 


' At average 1980-90 prices. Base: 1999-90=100.0. 
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PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION continued 


Set SFSRRRRERESHE SCRAP THE HEH RE FHS HHRRRTESR RR RARE ETE HE SEETHER ERE ETHER EEE 


QUEENSLAND. .... 0.0.01 ccceecee eee ee ee eee errr reece eee e ee ee mer n ete ee eee e beeen EEE EEE ET Oa EC gas ces ee eesaseasemenemennens 
MINERAL 
MINERAL PRODUCTION. ........000.0. cee eee eed nee eee ener eenae eee needa enaae EXPLORATION 
Black coal 
(saleabie;" Copper’ Goid? TotaP 
Quarter 000 tonnes ‘OOO tonnes “O00 kg am $m 
rr er ee a i a ed 
1996 
June 23 755.0 739 6.7 1401.0 56.9 
September 23 945.0 83.7 6.3 1338.0 38.3 
December 25 277.0 7o.1 7.3 1 3268.0 45.1 
1997 
March 24 149.0 66.3 6.4 1361.0 32.1 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1996 
December 15.8 19.5 -13.5 -2.7 14.5 
1997 
March g.4 og -7.6 a6 21.5 


Se KReRER STEER SRE TSH CER SR SHAT HER ER ER ETE ERE EEE EEE ETP EEE EER EE + 


QUEENSLAND... nn nnn iret enawaaaa enna ereanaee 
RETAIL TRADE TURNOVER NEW MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS® 
Passenger venicies Total 
fdonth $m No, No. 
TREND 
1997 
March 1902.6 8518 10 6f1 
April 1914.7 8 T96 19 987 
May 1924.4 9113 11 310 
June 1934,3 9494 11 727 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
May 3.2 68 5.8 
June 3.1 11.4 10.1 
A RARER ER a A Ne A A ee RR ee Se ee 
ORIGINAL 
1997 
March 1 864.9 8564 10 619 
April 1789.4 B 398 10521 
May 1920.6 8327 10 546 
June 1802.6 10901 13 961 
ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
May 49 L7 15 
June 13 ' 6.4 6.1 
* Source: Queensland Coal Board. * Source: Queensiand Department of Mines and Energy. 


* Excluding motor cycles, mobse equipment and trailers, 
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LABGUR AND DEMOGRAPHY—Queensland 


ae eR EE ER RH EERE RRR AREER EHR AREER HEE RHER TCR REE ERA ERE EE RARER EEE ET 


UNEMPLOYMENT RATE... 22.0 .cc cece eee eeeeee eee e ee aee PARTICIPATION RATE........... 
Persons aged 15 
Maies Females Persons fo 19 years Males Females Persovis 
Month % % % % % % 
ware vee ER RDA NAD TAT PR Re RA AA Re ee RR A RR toe 
TREND 
1997 
April 6.9 9.1 9.6 na. 73.4 55.1 64.3 
May a8 9.0 o.4 0.8. 73.7 55.1 64.3 
June 6.8 8.8 9.3 na. 73.7 56.1 64.3 
July 0.4 a7 9.1 na, 73.7 56.1 64.3 


ee ee ee a a 


ORIGINAL 
1997 
Apnrl 10.3 9.4 98 20.7 73.7 54.9 64.2 
May 9.9 9.6 9.8 21.5 73.4 5.0 64.1 
June 8.9 85 B7 19.6 73.6 55.2 64.3 
July 9.0 8.2 8.7 20.2 fa 55.1 64.5 


i 


- PERSONS IN 
THE LABOUR 
EMPLOYED PERSONS........... 0... ccee cece cece eee ee eet eeeeeees UNEMPLOYED PERSONS... FORCE 
FULL-TIME.. wc... PART-TIME.......... TOTAL 
Month Males Females Mates Females Persons Males Females Persons 
TREND (’000) 
1937 
Aprit 769.4 374.2 107.3 298.1 1549.1 96.7 676 164.4 1713.4 
May 770.3 373.9 108.6 301.0 1553.8 95.2 66.6 161.8 1715.6 
June 772.3 373.9 106.4 303.5 1559.1 93.6 65.6 150.2 1718.3 
duly TPB 374.5 109.4 306.2 1564.3 92.2 64.5 156.7 1721.0 
wo A RR we A Ad a Re RDA ee i ee ee i ed 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
July 0.6 0.2 9.0 ao 19 a0 44 -18 1.5 


ee ee ee ee ee ed 


ORIGINAL ('000) 


1997 
April 762.4 369.5 109.0 301.4 1542.6 100.6 6rd 167.9 1710.5 
May 767.6 374.2 107.6 295.9 1543.7 96.0 71.3 166.9 1710.6 
June 768.4 366.5 119.6 312.2 4 568.8 $6.3 63.3 149.5 1718.3 
July 790.7 382.0 103.7 300.6 1577.0 38.8 61.2 150.0 1727.0 

ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 

1997 ; 

July C.F 2.0 0.3 C7 2.1 BF 6.4 O.9 2.0 
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LABOUR AND DEMOGRAPHY—Queensland continued 


Beet e se BRR RF TE FRR HTH ET EHR RETESET RR KT EEE RT R RT THESE RR REESE EH E EEE EBA R ER ES 


INDUSTRY OF EMPLOYED PERSONS 


Asrom. Property Government Health 
Wholesale modation, Transport Finance and adminis- and 
Manufact- and cafes and = and and business tration and community 
Mining uring Construction retaiitade restaurants storage insurance services defence Fducation services Other Total 

Quarter O00 000 "200 ‘000 000 ‘O00 ‘000 "000 ‘000 "O00 ‘Coo 000 ‘oOo 
a ee ec ee ed 
1996 

August 19.7 165.4 128.8 326.1 81.8 87.3 46.9 138.2 62.1 107.8 139.6 222.9 1526.6 

November 20.6 168.8 129.5 3278.5 S63 83.9 477 147.6 66.3 108.6 147.4 216.4 1550.1 
1997 

February 15.3 171.8 127.4 434.6 83.6 90.5 45.7 140.7 66.2 106.0 148.2 216.0 1540.7 

May 14.8 189.5 122.6 425.0 85.2 83.3 449 139.8 64.9 116.0 145.1 2271.3 15434 
PPLE De re ee ee ee ee ec ee a ee aoe ay 

% CHANGE {from corresponding period of previous year} 

1997 

May -32.4 3.4 0.3 a5 12.1 -3.9 4.7 20 27 3.1 5.5 L7 La 


Sh ev eee Te eee EK EER EERE ERT EEE EER HEHE TEER PEE EE EH THe CSE SEE Rw 


FMPLOYED WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS vo... icc cene cee cerns see ee ee eee en ene 
PRIVATE GOVERNMENT ...0 00. a cence eee eee eee eee eee e teen nae arenes - 
Total Commonwealth State Local Total 
Month “000 ‘O00 O00 ‘O00 ‘00 
1994 
December 718.1 47.5 193.4 32.7 273.6 
1995 
January 726.6 45.7 186.4 327 264.6 
February 740.1 45.4 191.7 33.4 270.4 
Marctr 741.6 45.5 1923.2 33.8 272.4 
% CHANGE (from corresponding pericd of previous year) 
1995 
March 6.8 1.4 “1.1 o3 0.6 


SPH DRE FTE TPR RET EEE PRESEN SE EEE EE TEER ERE ESE EEE EE HE 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


(full-time adult} JOB VACANCIES OVERTIME... 2.2... e eee 
Males Femates Average weekiy hours per employee 
Quarter $ $ ‘OOO Hours 
1996 
August 665.60 569.80 a0 0.97 
November 673.00 579.80 g.0 1.01 
1997 
February 697.20 581.80 12.2 0.99 
May 697.60 591.90 Lei 0.94 
Fa Oe nc i i ee ee ee a 
% CHANGE {from corresponding quarter of previous year) 
1997 
February 7.2 5.0 60.4 6.6 
May 5.4 6.9 66.3 217 


i 
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LABOUR ANB DEMOGRAPHY—Queensland continued 


SRF Ra BEF RS RT HERE R RRR REESE EDR ESHER EERE RHE ER EEE RE EHH RHR ARES EER REE HE EH 


ESTIMATED RESIDENT 


POPULATION POPULATION GROWTH DURING PERIOD............c ccc cece eee c eee saeeeeeeseees ease 
Net estimated Met estimated 
Natural increase interstate migration averseas migration Tata! 
Quarter 000 No. No. No. No, 
Ce ee ed 
1996 
March 3324.2 7512 10 975 43903 22 880 
June 3339.1 6151 6 662 2843 15 656 
September 3357.7 5901 7o47 4717 18 565 
December 3374.3 5 636 8233 2 748 16 617 
i ee 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1996 
December 2.2 0.6 -18.3 3.7 ~10.4 


ee SRR TEER AE EERE ET TE SPT RTT EPR SHER E THR TR EEE RRA 


ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION AT 30 JUNE cicccccetee eee eee eb r EE EEN Suet eas d es abate eee 

Brisbane* Moreton? Wide Bay Aumett’ Far North’ Queensland 
Year “Ono "000 OG) 'GQ0 — “O00 
1992-93 1421.6 533.7 20G.3. 1690.4 3116.0 
1993-94 1454.4 558.7 216.1 195.7 3196.1 
1994-95 1482.9 5B4.2 222.5 200.9 3277.1 
1995-96 1525.5 606.0 227.7 206.0 3 354.7 


eve eR TREACHER EEE TR RESET ETRE TST ee Se ee H 


INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES AWARD RATES OF PAY INDEXES" SHORT-TERM OVERSEAS MOVEMENT 
FULL-TIME ADULT EMPLOYEES ARRIVALS DEPARTURES 
Working days fost fdales Females 
Month ‘060 index No. Index No. "000 ‘Ooo 
1997 
February 4.3 146.6 150.3 143.3 125.8 
March 22.5 146.7 150.4 148.4 140.9 
April 2.3 146.7 150.4 131.3 129.7 
May 32.7 147.1 150.5 124.3 121.0 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
April . 1.5 15 1.6 6.0 
May . 13 0.8 141.4 5.2 


* Statistical Digion. * Base: June 1985 = 100.0. 


i i ee ee ee ers 
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é 
: BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION---Queensland 
Se te FERRER RTA KRBARERARRKE HEE SERRE SKE SE ARERR THE HED DRE SHEET HERR KE Te RRR EE TEER RRR ST HB 
|! AUILDING APPROVALS... 00.00.02 coc cece rere nn ee EEE EE nen otc e beta detects cece ecegesaeeaaeeeaaeeeeas 
TREND... cece eee ORIGINAL 00. e eee cae eee ee ete eee ee etna een e eee ett d dda e ee cda ate ead eae ae eeeee ne nnaene ees 
New other Value of Value ar Total value of 
Total residential Total dwetfing dwelling units non-residential all building 
New houses Gweeting units New houses buiidings Units approved buildings approved approved 
Month No. Na. Nie. No. No. om $m $m 
a 
1997 
March 2022 2 849 1876 g72 2 846 269.4 144.1 432.8 
April 2035 2 80a 2.052 6285 2742 258.2 1227.5 404.3 
May 2040 2 748 2107 860 32014 298.0 214.7 544.2 
June 2 O38 2 688 ig37 602 2 546 243.8 128.7 392.1 
ee ee rt ee ee re ee a Ne Ae 
% CHANGE (from ccrresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
June 2.1 0.3 4.1 -164.9 ~1.8 2.4 -a7i -15.1 
PPESHAt Cee eee ee eS ERK RE EHS E THT SSH EEE eH RHEE TEER RAH EE SEE eee eH 
OWELLING UNIT COMMENSFEMENTS cca cree eee eens ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
New otter Value of new value of 
residential residential non-residential Valve of work Value of 
New houses fouihdings building buviding . conmmmenced work done 
Quarter Na. Nc. or: am $m Sr. 
1996 
June 6 086 2147 858.5 731.0 622.8 801.6 
Septercer 5 691 2 142 769.1 561.2 1175.9 806.7 
December 6281 2173 859.6 613.9 1034.0 917.1 
1997 
Maren 4755 2152 667.0 428.0 620.7 729.3 
t 95 CHANGE (fram ccrrespond:ng period of previous year) 
1996 
Decerner 4.0 39.6 20.8 13.7 7 oa 
: 1997 
Marchi -1.6 5.4 O.L -25.8 0.8 al 


Pe ee a ee ee a 2 2 2 
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PRICE INDEXES 


+e PMR EERE REE PEE RE Re Ree OE ET aE ee 


AUSTRALIA, .....ccccecen ee ceee cee e eee eter e eee ce eee a ees beeaenee eae ee ree ere re etteeeeneeeee 
Avticies produced by manufacturing IMIUSIYP). 0... ce eee Mlateriais used in manufacturing industry’ Export? Import? 
Food, Basic Petrofeurn Fabricated 
beverages metal and coal Transport = metal imported Domestic All 
Month and tobacco = products products equipment products All groups materials materials matenals All groups — All groups 
i i 2 ee) 
1997 
February 127.4 103.8 138.7 122.6 121.9 122.3 108.4 105.3 106.7 92.9 109.3 
March 127.4 103.8 137.3 121.2 121.1 4122.2 107.4 104.0 105.4 91.6 107.4 
April 127.7 104.8 126.0 121.5 121.2 122.0 107.5 103.1 104.6 92.3 107.2 
May 128.1 105.4 126.9 121.4 121.4 422.3 1o7.5 103.2 105.1 92.9 107.3 
i ee ec 
% CHANGE {from carresponding period of previous year) 
1897 
May 2.2 -1.4 —3.5 -1.0 14 o8 5.7 -1.2 2.6 0.3 —2.6 


ee 


BRISBANE... een ed eee eee QUEENSLAND ® ooo. ccc cccec eee eeeeeee eee eee 
Established Prices receved Prices paid Fantrrers’ tems 
CORSUNTNEL FICE INDEX! ce cece cece e eee ee eee ee eeceeeceseenteceeceeeneains house? by farmers* by farmers? of trade" 
Quarter Food Housing Transportation All groups 
ee ee anes + Ree ees 
1996 
September L177 4112.4 122.2 120.6 137.5 104.5 126.1 80.5 
Decernbe- 116.0 109.6 123.3 120.3 136.1 101.8 l2t7 73.3 
rsa7 
March 119.8 106.4 124.4 121.5 146.6 162.0 126.4 sO0.7 
June 119.9 103.0 123.7 121.1 nya. Tye. nya. nya. 
Ae ee ae ee i ee ee a t 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year} 
igg7 
March 2.4 -h.1 3.2 16 — -§.0 -1.4 46.5 
June 18 -B.4 1.3 a6 riya. nya. mh ya. hyd. 


et + CRE Ee ETERS SEP EP EEE ER PEER ES EER SRE EE FERRER TEE Hee REET ERE RHEE aaa 


BRISBANE... 0... cece cece eee cece eee teen ae cee neta eta cen ea eens season esas dasa bebe pene eee eeeee 
Materials used in house building* Materia/s used in building other than house? 00 
Month Alf groups Structural steet Ready-mixed concrete All groups 
fee eee a WEN ee 
1997 
March 116.0 136.1 104.7 116.5 
Apri 116.0 134.4 105.4 116.4 
May 116.6 136.1 108.3 117.0 
June 116.8 137.8 108.5 117.3 
i ey 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 . 
June 24 1 6.6 Zi 


’ Base: 1988-89=100.0, * Base: 1989-90=100.0, 3 Source: Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics 


4 Base: 1987-88=100.0. 
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BANKING AND FINANCE 


SER E FPR RRR REPRE RE RP EER RSET HATES ERE MAREE EEE EE HEE EEE EEE RHEE RES EE EE EEE EE 


QUEENSLAND—ALL BANKS). wo. .cc ccc lees seeeesateeeneceees QUEENSLAND—BUILDING SOCIETIES. 2... ceeeeeeeee 


DEPOSITS... cceceee cece cece eeeeeeeeee LOANS....... LENDING OPERATIONS oo. ccccsccssenecectteneeraaseneseeeeene 
Lending commit. 
Term Othe? Total Other Jending” Loans advanced ments unused Receipts Withdrawals 
"Month $m $m $n $m $m $n $m $rn 
H Ce ee i 
: 1997 
February 23 420 20 873 44 253 57 485 56.0 1028.5 971.5 950.7 
March 23 347 20 9277 442774 57 738 63.7 104.9 904.7 859.0 
April 23 377 21139 44516 58 349 73.2 O72 974.8 985.0 
May 24 301 21 344 45. 645 55 629 66.5 96.3 928.6 890.1 


Se ee ee ey 


% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
: 1997 
i May 


16.5 25.9 20.3 15.5 -69.4 49.6 65.1 65.5 


SPST HEHE HET RR RH HR eS He E RE HET ETH Eee REHEAT REE 


QUEENSLAND—FINANCE COMMITMENTS... 00. c cece ce eee ee eee ence teen ree ee ee nner rn renner ees treet bedi arene nn ea ee eeeeeeneees 
PERSONAL. 20... ccc cccac rece ecee eee eee eee e renee teen nee ee ee neaee COMMERCIAL..............cccene cece teen eeaeees LEASE 
Credit finance Anance — 
All banks cooperatives = companies Other Tota! Aff hanks companies Other Total Total 
: Month $m $n $m $m $m $m $m $m $m $m 
1997 
February 308.6 40.1 7a8 14.2 531.8 1060.3 141.1 80.38 1282.2 122.0 
March 438.6 36.3 7a.9 13.7 567.6 1 457.0 155.1 80.8 1 728.2 137.7 
April 464.7 3.9 Bh2 146 $01.4 1273.9 161.7 B71 1 567.6 152.7 
May 447.5 38.7 77.3 43.3 576.6 1307.8 152.5 101.6 1561.9 155.2% 
gene an ee ee ee ee a ee ee ee 
% CHANGE (from correspanding period of previous year) 
1997 
May 123.4 O.7 27.0 45.1 1.7 1.2 3.3 4.0 16 7.3 


PCF PERAK HEHEHE HERE R EET HCH EERE RHE EERE EEE REE ER ERP ETE EEE EET PE 


QUEENSLAND—HOUSING FINANCE FOR OWNER OCCUPATION AUSTRALIA—INTEREST RATES 


Permanent Housing loans for 
All banks builiding societies Other Jenders. Total owner occupation 
Month $m $m $m $m % 
eyes re ee ee a a ie 
1997 
February 636.2 52.9 71.0 760.0 7.6 
March 657.4 42.8 60.6 760.8 7.6 
:. Apni 651.3 44.5 62.6 758.4 7.6 
oo May 603.9 44.3 56.4 TO7.6 72 
ca a ca ra oo e i a i i i i i ie ie i 
f % CHANGE (from correspanding period of previous year) 
1897 
May 15.5 -53.6 45 44 


> Source: Resenve Bank of Australia. 7 including certficates of deposit. 7 Excluding non-resident tending. 


ee ee ee ee ee et ee ee oe ee 
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BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS 


Se RR THEE ERE THERE REE eR RRR EE ESE ERE RE ERR RE KRRER EES SRR EK KERR ER RHR HE 


AUSTRALIA. . 000i ee enn e ees ted d econ ee ents tebe canna eeaanaeearewttnnnennness teterraree QUEENSLAND 
TRADING EMPLOY- OPERATING INTERNATIONAL 
PERFORMANCE.......... INVESTMENT... MENT EXPENSES TRADE ........... SALES 
Setting 
Quarter Sales prices Proiit Capitat Stocks imports Exports 


SHORT-TERM OUTLOOK—Expected aggregate change from the previous quarter (%6} 


1996 
December 146 o2 3.7 2.6 0.6 o.3 14 i.4 2.6 1.2 
i997 
March 0.4 o4 -2.9 5.8 O14 -O.4 0.8 a5 0.6 0.4 
June 1.68 O32 7.8 3.4 -0.3 — 1.0 5.9 1.6 1.4 
September 0.7 Ol +1.4 3.2 0.2 afd 0.g 1.9 13 og 
a ee ee ee i i ee i i ee ar) 
MEDIUM-TERM OUTLOOK—Expected aggregate change fram the corresponding quarter of the previous year (%} 
i9s7T 
September a1 Lz 10.1 6.6 _ 0.6 2.4 3.6 47 2.5 
December 3.1 0.8 6.8 1.2 _ 0.3 2.2 2.1 3.4 3.3 
1998 
March 29 0.8 12.2 3.2 O38 0.5 1.8 3.0 3.8 2.8 
June , 2-4 OF 12.3 a7 O2 O.1 1.4 2.6 45 Le 


SBE Pet ee SSE HRD EEE ERE EE EERE EH EERE RAE EHH EEE ERS HE EEE EE Be 


AUSTRALIA. occ erence cece eee cence eee peer tre ney tea eagaaaacsaneenese 

ACTUAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURE. 00.0.0. .ccccceceec teen encase snes eee seen eeeeeeeeeeee 

Now hulldings and structures Equipment, olant and machinery Total 
Period — $m Sm $m 
1995-96 6630 25 462 34 321 
1996-957 11875 26 727 38 601 


eRe RTE ETE ESET HER Me EE SER PEED RRR eRe RTH 


AUSTRALIA 


EXPECTED CAPITAL EXPENDITURE: 


Feriod New buildings and structures Equipment, plant and machinery Total 
$m om 3m 
a a a ec a ras Pe ee ee a a a 
1996-$7 14 986 28 821 43 8068 
1997-98 13 690 22 B74 36 574 


* Not atrectly comparable with estimates of actual capital expenditure ave to like'y over/under realisation. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 


Stove eee vee oR ces ee ARES SERS ETH PEP RE HSE HERR TE Te DH eee ee EH 


INTRODUCTION 


SEASONAL ADJUSTMENT 
ANO TREND ESTIMATION 


COMPOSITE LEADING INDICATOR 


RELATED PUBLICATIONS 


UNPUBLISHED STATISTICS 


EFFECTS OF ROUNDING 


SYMBOLS ANO OTHER USAGES 


1 This publication contains latest estimates for a comprehensive range of economic 
indicators. Statistics shown in this publication are the latest available at the date of 
preparation. In a number of cases figures appearing in this publication are preliminary 
and are subject to revision in subsequent issues. Reference should therefore always be 
made to the latest issue or to the statistical publication on the specific subject. 


2 Seasonal adjustment is a means of removing the estimated effects of normal seasonal 
variation from the series so that the effects of other influences on the series can be 
more clearly recognised. Seasonal adjustment does not aim to remove the irregular or 
non-seasonal influences which may be present in any particular month. This means that 
month-to-month movements of the seasonally adjusted estimates may not be reliable 
indicators of trend behaviour. 


3 The smoothing of seasonally adjusted series reduces the impact of the irregular 
components of the seasonally adjusted series and creates trend estimates. These trend 
estimates are derived by applying a 13-term Henderson-weighted moving average to all 
months except the last six. The last six monthly wend estimates are obtained by 
applying surrogates of the Henderson average to the seasonally adjusted series. Trend 
series are used to analyse the underlying behaviour of the series over time. 


4 While this smoothing technique enables estimates to be produced for the latest 
month, it does result in revisions to the most recent months as additional observations 
become available. Generally, subsequent revisions become smaller and after 3 months 
have a negligible impact on the series. Revisons also occur as a result of the annual 


review of seasonal factors. 


5 Users may wish to refer to the ABS Publication: A Guide to Interpreting Time Series 
— MonttoringZeends', An Overview (1348.0) for more detailed information on 
smoothing seasonally adjusted time series data. 


6 The ABS has developed an experimental Composite Leading Indicator (CLI) which 
summarises the early signals contained in a selection af economic indicators. The CLI is 
calculated as a simple average of the short-medium term movements in eight indicators. 
On average during the 1970s and 1980s, the CLI ted turning points in the GDP(A) 
growth cycle by around twa quarters, but the lead time for individual peaks and troughs 


varied considerably. 


7 Expansions and slaw downs in activity are measured relative to the historical 
long-term trend: thus peaks and troughs in the CLI provide early signals of turning 
points in the groutb cycle, not signals of recessions and recoveries, 


8 Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of Publications 
and Products (1101.0), The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, the Release 
Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released in the next few days. The 
Catalogue and Release Advice are available from any ABS office. 


9 As well as the statistics included in this and related publications, the ABS may have 
other relevant unpublished data available. Inquiries should be made to Information 
inquiries on (07) 3222 6351 or to any ABS office. 


10 Estimates have been rounded and discrepancies may occur between totals and sums 


of the component items. 


fa. not available 
Iy.a. not yet available 
nat applicable 


— nil or rounded 1a zera 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
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Australian FOR MORE INFORMATION... 
Bureau of 


Statistics 


The ABS publishes a wide range of information on 
Australia’s economic and social conditions. A catalogue of 
publications and products is available from any of our 
offices (see below). 


INFORMATION CONSULTANCY SERVICES 
Information tailored to special needs of clients can be 
obtained from the Information Consukancy Service 
available at ABS Offices (see below), 


ABS PRODUCTS 


A large number of ABS products is available from the ABS 
Bookshops (see below). The ABS also provides a 
subscription service — you can telephone the ABS 
Subscription Service Australia wide toll free 

on 1800 0206 08. 


ELECTRONIC SERVICES 
A large range of data is available via-on-line services, 
diskette, magnetic tape, tape cartridge and CD ROM. For 
more details about our electronic data services, contact any 
ABS office (see below) or e-mail us at: 


#  client.services@abs.pov.au 


GENERAL SALES AND INQUIRIES 
s Sydney 02 9268 4611 #« Adelaide 08 8237 7100 
# Melbourne 03 9615 7755 Hobart 03 6222 5800 
Brisbane 07 3222 6351 # Darwin 08 8943 2111 
« Perth 08 9360 5140 # Canberra 02 6252 6627 


& 


® Information Services, ABS 
PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616 
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